MOVING AND PLANTING TREEFERNS
Planting:		When planting a trunked Dicksonia antarctica (soft treefern) you should dig a hole the same diameter as the base of the fern.  The depth of the hole only needs to be between 100-150mm.  For plants up to 1 meter high simply push the soil that you had taken from the hole back around the base of the fern and firm up using a brick or timber.  It is important that the soil is compacted as this will support it while it takes root.  For trunks higher than 1 metre it is not necessary to plant any deeper but you should place a stake or star picket behind the plant and tie the plant to it.  This should support the plant for the first 6-12 months while the plant is rooting into the soil to prevent it from toppling over in a breeze or if bumped by children or animals.

Moving:		When moving a treefern from an established position it is necessary to remove all the foliage except for the new growth or “curls”.  This is necessary as you will be removing the majority of the root system from the plant and it won’t be able to sustain an existing frond canopy.
You will need to establish what type of treefern you have as they are not all the same.  The Dicksonia antarctica is the ONLY treefern that can be reliably and successfully cut and moved.  The remaining varieties need to be dug up to be moved.
Dicksonia antarctica can be cut off at ground level or the desired height if it has over grown an area and replanted without any major difficulty.  Simply follow the instructions above as if purchasing a new plant.
For all other varieties you will need come out about 30-45cm from the base of the trunk and dig on a sharp angle towards the trunk to free it from the root system.  Once the plant is loose enough you can push it over and then transplant to a new position.  The prepared hole should correspond to the root system of the removed plant.  If plants are large a stake/star picket should be used for support until a new root system is established.
[bookmark: _GoBack]For potted treeferns simply provide a hole large enough to plant the potted root system in.  Plant to the top of the potting mix.  If you find that the plant is loose, you can plant it a little deeper or stake it temporarily until the root system stabilises the plant.

Watering/care:	All treeferns love moisture.  It is important to provide enough moisture when planting and transplanting as this will ensure the plant can maintain its foliage and continue to produce strong and healthy fronds.  During summer this means you should water every second day at least, if the weather is especially warm then daily watering is better.  To water you should direct a gentle mist from a hose or watering can into the centre of the crown as well as giving the trunk some moisture.  Don’t be afraid to water your treefern.


Types:	There are quite a number of commonly available treeferns.
Dicksonia antarctica 	…	Soft Treefern		…	Australia
		Dicksonia fibrosa		…	Wheki-Ponga		…	New Zealand
		Dicksonia squarrosa		…	Wheki			…	New Zealand
		Cyathea australis		…	Rough Treefern	…	Australia
		Cyathea brownii		…	Norfolk Island Treefern	Australia
		Cyathea cooperii		…	Coin Spot Treefern	…	Australia
		Cyathea cunninghamii	…	Slender Treefern	…	Australia
		Cyathea medullaris		…	Black Treefern	…	New Zealand
		Cyathea robusta		…	Lord Howe Island Treefern	Australia
Fertilising:		Treeferns should have a good quality slow release fertiliser in the base of the hole when planting.  Dynamic Lifter or Osmocote are recommended.  You don’t want something that is too strong as it could burn the root system.  Alternately you could water the plant in using a liquid fertiliser.
Regular fertilising during Spring and Summer is recommended as this is the biggest growth season for all treeferns.  Top dressing the soil with a good quality mulch will also help as this will protect the plant from soil erosion, keep the moisture in the soil by preventing evaporation and will also slowly compost providing nourishment.  Do not use mushroom compost as this is too rich for the root system and can cause damage.  Good quality humus matter, leaves, bark chips and the like, work really well.
Do not fertilise using sugar.  This can attract sugar ants that will nest in the plant and cause damage.  It also does not provide the added nutrients that the plant needs.
Short fronds:	If your plant starts to produce short fronds it is a sure sign that your are not watering adequately.  Treeferns love moisture and many grow in gullies and along water systems.  Make sure to regularly water as stated above with a gentle misting spray, often.
This information is meant as a guide to help you get the best from your plant.  Should you have any specific questions please contact us for assistance.
For further information please contact:
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Phone:  (03) 5786 5031
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