
ELK AND STAG CARE SHEET

Siting:	Choosing the right position for you elk or stag is essential.  These plants need filtered light such as under a verandah or tree, in a shade house or fernery.  Remember there are different degrees of light and if you plant is getting too much it will yellow or pale and begin to die back.  On the other had if it is not getting enough light its growth will slow considerably.  It is important to find the balance.  50-70% filtered light with a little morning sun is ideal.

Watering:	
ELKS – An easy task, simply give your elk a quick hose every day, or at least every second day during summer.  Naturally the watering process slows as the weather starts to cool.  In winter only water plants once per week for plants not exposed to rain.  Plants that get rainfall need not be worried about in winter, except to protect them from frosty conditions.
STAGS – Watering of stags on the other had is much more restricted.  In the height of summer stags should only be watered 2-3 times per week.  Stags are especially susceptible to rot if over watered.  This is particularly true in winter and stags should be kept as dry as possible, watering once every 2-3 weeks.  Because stags are more prone to frost it is recommended that they be kept under a roof during the cooler, wetter months.  Smaller sized stags (under dinner plate size) can be watered a little more often as they do not have the water retention of larger plants.  Should you notice brown or black patches in the “belly” area of your plant you are over watering and should restrict the amount of water given.  If in doubt about whether to water, place your hand behind the plant down into its centre.  If you can feel moisture do not water for a few days.

How to Water:	Always water into the top of the plant, this allows moisture to filter down behind into the spongy tissue and root system.  Watering of the board or host of the plant also aides in maintaining moisture.  Watering the front of the plant is of little to no benefit and the plant will die unless exposed to rainfall.  Water with a hose for a period of 15-20 seconds at each watering.  This is enough, provided you water regularly.  Always use a gentle spray method of watering rather than a dripper as this can cause a weakness in the plant that can be a target for disease or pests.  A dripper is also ineffective as the plant becomes larger and only targets a small surface area.

Fertilising:	If your plant is in a tree there is little need for fertiliser as leaf mulch and bird droppings will do the job quite naturally.  However if it is under a roof this will not occur.  You have several options:
1. Dynamic Lifter or similar product – a slow release is ideally suited because it gives constant slow nourishment of a number of elements required by the plant and replicates what is provided naturally.  Dose 3-4 times per year.
2. Liquid manure or fertiliser – can cause problems as they tend to be too strong for surface rooting plants.  Use a weak solution (1/2  strength) and more frequently (every 3-4 weeks).
3. [bookmark: _GoBack]Banana skins – are easy and cheap, however this only provides potatssium and plants require further nutrients for strong growth.  On the down side they can attract sugar ants (not good for the plant) and wasps (not good for the gardener).

Maintenance:	Occasionally you may want or need to rim the dead shields.  They can be trimmed to tidy up the appearance of the plant but also to ensure that watering is effective.  Dry shields can deflect your watering.  Dead antlers will eventually fall off on their own or can be trimmed or pulled of with a quick tug.

This is a guide only and needs to be adapted to your particular conditions.
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